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A newsletter about the Missions from Fr. Martin Chambers 

Welcome to this Christmas newsletter,
which keeps you up to date with
everything that has been going on
lately in the Martin Chambers Ecuador
Trust charity. 
 
In this edition, we look at how the
Trust has been helping the victims of
last year’s earthquake, which caused so
much destruction in the northern
region of Ecuador around the town of
Pedernales.  Through our friends in the
Archdiocese of Portoviejo, we have
been able to help different groups in
heed; their stories are included in this
newsletter. 
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Rebuilding Lives in the  
Earthquake Zone 

Of course, the Trust continues to
focus on the community of Nueva
Prosperina and the Sagrada Familia
School.  There is ongoing support by
the Trust for the children’s
education, the Soup Kitchen and for
wider community programmes. 
 
As we approach the Feast of
Christmas when families gather
around and share of their resources,
let us gather around our needy
friends in Ecuador and tell them,
through our support, how much we
value them and how much we care
for them. 
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It is now 18 months since the 57-second 
earthquake ripped the heart out of the
region of Portoviejo, in the north-west 
of Ecuador.  Although the earthquake
only lasted such a short while, over 650
people were declared dead (the real
number was actually more).  Houses,
schools and hospitals were razed to the
ground and, for those who survived,
livelihoods were completely lost.  When
I visited last year, I thought to myself
that if this had happened in Scotland,
the Government would have stepped in
immediately and after several months a
regeneration programme would have
been put in place.  As it is, 18 months
after the event, there is still rubble
lying where it fell and, if the
Government has stepped in, then it is
simply to register that there has been
damage rather than offer support or
start a reconstruction process. 
 
Into that vacuum various charities have
been able to step in and offer support.
The Ecuador Trust has been able,
through contacts in CARITAS
PORTOVIEJO (the Ecuador equivalent of 

SCIAF), to offer help to individual
families.  Here are a few examples: 
 

JOSE PINARGOTE: 
He is disabled and lives with his wife
in the village of Calderon near
Portoviejo.  In the earthquake of
2016, he lost his house and lived for
almost a year in a quickly constructed
bamboo room, which had a dirt floor
and no protection from the winter
wind and rains.  The Ecuador Trust
was able to give Jose a house with
wooden walls, a cement floor and a
tin roof.  The Town Council chipped
in with sand and gravel to help in the
construction while the family did the
building.  This has transformed his
life. 
 

 

 

 
 

Before the Earthquake 



When I went to Ecuador to work, I knew I was going 
to be helping people who were desperately poor.  
However, what I began to realise was that poverty 
was not just the shortage of food or drink or even a 
house.  Families who lived in poverty could not afford 
to look after their health needs and often did not 
have what is needed for personal cleanliness and 
hygiene.  And, if they found themselves in a shanty 
community, poor people might live under an unruly 
lawlord who would suppress the basic values of life 
and consign them to live in lawlessness for years on 
end. 
 

This was the case in the poor communities around 
Pedernales, the epicentre  
of last year’s earthquake. 
Therefore CARITAS  
PORTOVIEJO used some  
money from the Ecuador  
Trust for 2 projects: 
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SHIRLEY BRIONES: 
She also lost her house in last year’s
earthquake.  She has 3 children and since
she has no husband, had to go out and find
any little work she could to feed and
support her family.  After the earthquake
the family was put up in a one-roomed
bamboo house which itself was falling
down.  The Ecuador Trust was able to
donate money to build a two-storey home
which the family will be able to add on to
as the years pass by.  They intend to brick
in the part down below so that there can be
a proper kitchen and a place for the family
members to have privacy as they grow up. 

Rebuilding Lives in  
The Earthquake Zone 

Both Shirley and Jose sent messages 
to Scotland to say thanks for all the 
help they received:  “Gracias to our 
friends in Scotland.  Your donations 
have helped us rebuild our houses 
but, more than that, you have 
helped us recover some of the joy of 
life that we lost the terrible day of 
the earthquake.” 

Health Care 

A PERSONAL HYGIENE WORKSHOP 
Where young families were given towels, soap,
toothbrushes and mirror.  They were instructed how
to look after themselves even when they might not
have running water. 

A VALUES WORKSHOP 
Where young families were given talks about personal
safety and how to steer clear of drugs and violence. 

Paul VI Centre  
for Disabled 
One inspirational place that I visited 
last year was this Centre for disabled 
people in the outskirts of the city of 
Portoviejo.  It wouldn’t be of the 
standard of Special Needs Schools in 
the UK but, in the context of its poor 
surroundings, it is able to provide a 
place where people with disabilities 
could be given much needed help and 
where often despairing families could 
find support in one another. 
 
The Ecuador Trust was able to send 
money so that the Centre could buy: 

A TREADMILL 
For the disabled boys and girls to
exercise and strengthen their
muscles. 

NEW PETS 
So that, through the love and
affection of dogs and horses, the
boys and girls could be given
confidence for life. 

GLASSES 
For parents who had gradually lost
their sight and could now return to
looking after their young families. 

Rebuilding 
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What can the  
Trust now do? 
The Trust can continue to help the
victims of the earthquake by
sending funds through CARITAS
PORTOVIEJO.  There is still so much
left to be done: families still live
without adequate housing, families
who lack urgent medical care and
where, in many areas, schools have
been razed to the ground leaving
them without education. 
 
If you wish to make a donation, I
believe that it will take a whole
generation before people will be
able to return to the lives they had
before the earthquake.  They were
poor before – now they are even
poorer! 

BY PAYING THE SCHOOL FEES 
The Trust continues to support the work of Sagrada 
Familia School in Nueva Prosperina.  In the school 
there are 520 pupils, divided equally between the 
Primary Department and the Secondary 
Department.  Not only do the children come to a 
well-built school, but they also come to a place 
where staff look on their work not only as 
education, but as a mission to people in dire need.  
Every time I hear from the school, I am amazed 
how the school seems to thrive and prosper giving 
the pupils an oasis of hope from the poor 
households that they come from.  There are two 
clear ways that the Trust offers support to the 
children at Sagrada Familia: 
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It costs £10 per  
month to feed a child 
in the Soup Kitchen.  
Can you help feed 
a child in 2018? 

Nueva Prosperina &  
Sagrada Familia School 

 

The money needed to run the Soup Kitchen comes 
entirely from your donations.  

BY RUNNING THE SOUP KITCHEN 
Each day between 80 and 90 children come to the 
Soup Kitchen because their families cannot afford 
to feed them.  At the Kitchen they are given a 
plate of home-made soup, a glass of fresh fruit 
juice and then a plate of rice and beans.  This fills 
their stomach but it also means that, when they 
then come to class they are able to concentrate on 
the work before them. 

When the Trust pays the pupils’ school fees, it is offering them hope for 
the future.  Each time I see photos coming from Sagrada Familia School, 
it fills me with joy because a face is put to the donation which is made 
from Scotland.  I am reminded time and again that the donations that 
people give back home actually does make a difference to the lives of 
our needy sisters and brothers.  The donations are paying for a school 
which is well run and well managed by a committed Head Teacher: Adela 
Villacres and her dedicated staff. 
 
Please think about helping the poorest children in Nueva Prosperina 
through Sagrada Familia School. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Restoring Dignity”

Email and Website: 
Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.ecuadortrust.org

Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Facebook: 
http://facebook.com//#!/Ecuad

orTrust2 
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Newsletter 
If you know of anyone who would 
wish to receive a copy of this 
newsletter, please let me know: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

If you want someone from the
Charity to come and give your
group a talk on the Missions,
don’t be afraid to get in touch
by e-mail: 
mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk  
or by phone at St. Matthew’s
Church on 01563 533587. 

Charity Registration No: 
SCO37458 

 

Donations 
Please send your donations to 
me at: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Cheques should be made payable 
to the ‘Martin Chambers Ecuador 
Trust. 

Cycle from Oxford  
to Cambridge 
At the beginning of July this year, 4 keen 
cyclists undertood the 80-mile journey 
between the 2 universities cities of 
Oxford and Cambridge.  Often our English 
cousins – Graeme Cartwright and Simon 
Gartside – have come north to undertake 
charity events but this time Joe Sikora 
and myself repaid the compliment and 
went south.  Some cycling (a little) had 
been undertaken by way of training – so 
the 80 miles were not as easy as it could 
have been.  Add to that, despite the fact 
that we were in summer, the first half of 
the cycle was undertaken in the pouring 
rain so, in the end, the inclement 
weather added to the undulating hills 
provided a real challenge to the 80 
miles. 

Charity Dance 2018 
We are hoping to run another dance at 
Celtic Park in the autumn of 2018.  More 
details will follow but I am sure you will 
agree that, in the past, the entertainment, 
the catering and the fundraising have all 
come together to provide an excellent 
night in an iconic football venue. 

London Marathon 
 
After several years of trying and being 
knocked back, I was finally accepted to 
run in the London Marathon 2018.  This 
is a mixed blessing because finally I am 
able to run in this iconic race but it 
immediately means that from now until 
the Marathon, I will have to get up most 
mornings and go out on a windy or wet 
run; I am looking forward to the winter! 
 
As with many of the 40,000 runners, I 
am doing the race for charity, splitting 
the money raised between the MS 
Society and the Ecuador Trust.  So 
hopefully both charities will benefit 
from the pain I endure. 
 
The date of the marathon is the 22 April 
2018 and I will provide more details 
soon about how to donate. 

And Finally… 
When I was in Ecuador last year I spent 
some of my time in the area that had 
been devastated by the earthquake.  
Gustavo Yugsi was my guide and has 
become a good friend and a valuable 
contact with the people in need.  He is 
the Director of CARITAS PORTOVIEJO 
which distributes the funds that are 
received from around the world to help 
with the people who are suffering as 
result of the earthquake.  One of the 
projects that Gustavo is personally 
involved with is the ‘Paul VI Centre for 
the Disabled’.  At this Portoviejo 
Centre, around 90 children are 
encouraged through individual therapy 
classes – learning to walk, through 
occupational therapy and through 
therapy with animals.  It gives the 
children great support and 
encouragement and you can see on 
their faces how much it benefits them.  
The other success of the Centre is to 
provide a space for the parents to 
come, to share their story and to 
receive support from one another.  
Parents pay $1 per session and this 
accumulates to give an Occupational 
Therapist around $350 a month for their 
work. 

While visiting last year, I met Guillermo, 
a 4 year old boy who has Down Syndrome.  
His Mum brings him to the Centre by 
public transport each week from 
Montecristo, a distance of about 40 miles.  
I saw him working with educational toys 
and riding one of the Centre’s horses.  He 
loved it!  His Mum, Julia, told me 
“although it is a difficult journey on and 
off buses, it is definitely worth it 
because through the therapy that he 
receives, Guillermo has begun to say 
‘Mama’ and ‘Papa’.  Thanks to all who 
have helped run this centre it has 
changed our lives!”  
 


