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A newsletter about the Missions from Fr. Martin Chambers 

Welcome to this Christmas Newsletter, 
which keeps you up to date with 
everything that has been going on 
lately in the Martin Chambers Ecuador 
Trust Charity. 
 

In this edition we look at how the Trust 
has been helping our friends in 
Ecuador, namely Sagrada Familia 
School, Guayaquil, but also further 
north in the city of Portoviejo, which 
was devastated a couple of years ago in 
the earthquake. 
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Christmas Presents   

for Ecuador               

As we approach the Feast of Christmas 
when families gather around and share 
of their resources, let us gather around 
our needy friends in Ecuador and tell 
them, through our support, how much 
we value them and how much we care 
for them. 
 

Are you thinking about helping the 
poorest at Christmas time?  Our friends 
in Ecuador need your help all year 
round, but here are three ways you can 
help them this Christmas: 
 

• By PAYING THE SCHOOL FEES: The 
Head Teacher knows the personal 
circumstances of each pupil and 
this allows the Trust to offer to pay 
the school fees of the poorest 
children.  If families cannot  afford 
to send their children to school, 
the children would perhaps lose 
the chance to develop in life and 
eventually to find work. 

• By RUNNING THE SOUP KITCHEN: 
Each day between 80 and 90 
children come to the Soup Kitchen 
because their families cannot 
afford to feed them.  At the 
Kitchen they are given a plate of 
home-made soup, a glass of fresh 
fruit juice and then a plate of rice 
and beans.  This fills their stomach 
but it also means that when they 
come to class they are able to 
concentrate on the work before 
them.  The money needed to run 
the Soup Kitchen comes entirely 
from your donations. 

 
 
 

• By SUPPORTING DISABLED CHILDREN 
in the Paul VI Centre at Portoviejo.  
In the Centre, 90 disabled children 
receive physiotherapy, occupational 
therapy and animal therapy they 
otherwise could not afford.  The 
Centre relies on individual donations 
to support the specialists and nurses 
to help run the Centre. 

 

CAN YOU HELP FEED AND EDUCATE A 
CHILD FOR 2020? 

 
 
 
 
 Paul VI Centre for 

Disabled               
 

This ‘Paul VI Centre’ is a charity run by 
the Archdiocese of Portoviejo and only 
exists through charitable donations.  
The Ecuador Trust has sent several 
donations in recent years.  Families 
bring their disabled children to the 
Centre and receive treatment they 
otherwise could not afford.  At the 
moment there are around 90 children 
who attend the Centre. 
 
 

Over the last few years we have 
been helping support the ‘Paul VI 
Centre for Disabled’ in the north of 
Ecuador, in the city of Portoviejo.  
The city was near the epicentre of 
the recent earthquake, which left so 
many people devastated.  Still – 3 
years on from the disaster – people 
are trying to rebuild their lives.  This 
Centre is part of the rebuilding 
process. 

 

 

 

 

  



Central to the Trust’s work over the years has been ‘Sagrada 
Familia’ school.  It was inaugurated in 2003 and has grown and 
developed since that time.  At the start there were only seven 
bamboo classrooms where 40 and 50 Primary School pupils would 
squeeze in for their daily classes.  Now Sagrada Familia is a Primary 
and Secondary establishment, which provides education from 5 years 
of age right through to age 18.  The school now has 25 brick-built 
classrooms and a structure, which has been strong enough to 
withstand recent earthquakes.  The Ecuador Trust can be rightly 
proud of how much they have donated and how much they have 
changed people’s lives for the better and for good.  Beforehand, the 
poor of Nueva Prosperina shanty town could not have expected to 
afford any education and would have stayed in their lowly poverty.  
Now – with the help of Sagrada Familia School – they can receive a 
good quality education and gain the necessary qualifications, which 
allows them to find employment in their desired profession.  They 
can, therefore, find a route out of poverty. 
 

We are fortunate in this edition of the newsletter to have some 
reflections from several of Sagrada Familia’s teachers… 
 

Paolo Farias (Teacher)  
 

I have lived in Nueva Prosperina all my life.  It is quite a tough area with a lot of poor 
families on every side of Sagrada Familia School.  The children who come to our school 
know about the difficulties of life here.  They see the dirt and the drugs that crowd our 
streets.  That is why Sagrada Familia becomes an oasis of hope for children who grow up 
in poverty.  My own subjects are Social Subjects, but I also take the pupils for 
community workshops, which will hopefully give them values that will last all their lives. 
 

In the present school year, our Scottish friends have donated money to help us build 
another classroom, which will be used as a computer room, complete with the latest 
computers.  This will allow our pupils to study computing as a subject, but it will also 
stand them in good stead when they eventually leave school.  What I have always loved 
about this school is the way that there is always a lot of laughter and humour amongst 
the pupils.  They have known great poverty and tremendous hardship but they have 
great dreams for their future.  Yes, the pupils learn their individual subjects, however, 
Sagrada Familia is, for our pupils, an oasis amidst the poverty but it is also a springboard 
to a better life. 
 

God bless your kindness, Scotland! 
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This past year the Ecuador Trust built two 
new classrooms for the Paul VI Centre.  This 
has provided a new Physiotherapy Room and 
an Occupational Therapy Room where 
disabled children can be given the 
treatment they need to grow up as fit and 
as strong as they can.  Along with an Animal 
Therapy area (where the children work with 
dogs and with horses), children receive 
much needed support.  You can see from 
the smiles on their faces that they love 
coming to the Centre. 
 
For the future, it is to be hoped that the 
Centre can continue to thrive and develop 
as it seeks to bring disabled children a little 
dignity in the midst of poverty.  The 
Ecuador Trust hopes to continue supporting 
the work of this Centre.  
 
 

Sagrada Familia School 
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“Dignity Amidst the Poverty” 
 
 
 

Rosa Tumbaco (Teacher) 
 

The open fields of Nueva Prosperina were invaded by the people some 20 years ago.  Since then 
its people have struggled with poverty.  Many of its inhabitants still struggle without decent 
homes, without good health care and without somewhere to go to school.  That’s why Sagrada 
Familia School is so important to us. 
 

It is not just that our school gives a good education offering all the subjects that the pupils need 
and want, but the education is given in a Catholic Christian atmosphere where the pupils and 
staff learn the values that are necessary for life; dignity, respect and deep love.  This is why our 
school motto has developed over the years to be: Dignity amidst the Poverty. 
 

From its humble beginnings, our school now has two floors, 25 classrooms, a library, a dining 
hall, a large exercise yard, computer room and a large meeting room.  We realise every day that 
none of this would have been possible were it not for the generosity of our Scottish friends.  
Under the guidance of our Head Teacher, Adela Villacres, we can continue to dream about a 
prosperous future for all members of our school community.  May God bless you all for your 
great kindness. 
 
 
 
 

Choose a Job you Love 
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               Here are some reflections from the June vi 
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Helping the 
Needy in the 
Earthquake 
Zone 
 
 

The Trust can continue to 
help the victims of the 
earthquake by sending funds 
through CARITAS PORTOVIEJO.  
There is still so much left to 
be done: families still live 
without adequate housing, 
families who lack urgent 
medical care and where, in 
many areas, schools have 
been razed to the ground 
leaving them without 
education. Can you help with 
donations? 
 
Can you make a donation, for 
I believe that it will take a 
whole generation before 
people will be able to return 
to the lives they had before 
the earthquake.  They were 
poor before – now they are 
even poorer! 
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Soup Kitchen 
 The Soup Kitchen at Sagrada Familia supports the 
poorest and neediest families in the local 
community.  There are between 70-90 pupils each 
day who receive a meal of fruit juice, soup and a 
rice dinner.  We recently received a letter from 
Diana Busantes who is fed each day at the Soup 
Kitchen: 
 

“Although our family has been through a rough 
time recently, I am very happy to share my story 
with you at this time of year.  Our mother left us 
last year to start a new life in another part of the 
country and we are now being brought up by our 
Dad.  Dad has to go out each day into the city to 
look for work, leaving me and my brothers to get 
ourselves ready for school.  I have three brothers 
– Matias, Marcel and Isaac – and I thank God each 
day for all the love we share. 
 

All of us are pupils at Sagrada Familia School, 
which we love.  They teach us a lot inside the 
classroom, but they also teach us how to be good 
people outside of school and how to get on in life. 
 

In particular, the school supports us through the 
Soup Kitchen where we get hot soup each day 
along with a plate of rice and beans.  Sometimes 
as a treat we get chicken. 
 

Thanks to all or Scottish friends who support us in 
so many ways.  Miss Adela, our Head Teacher, 
always reminds us of the phrase “Ecuador y 
Escocia – amigos por siempre”. 

The Story of Gisela Vidal 
 
 

When I was last in Ecuador, I met a very poor family 
in extremely impoverished circumstances.  The 
father of the family died some years ago leaving the 
mother, Gisella Vidal, to provide for her 9 children.  
At the time, several of the children were still at 
school and the older children, who had left school, 
were finding it hard to find employment.  Moreover 
the house that they were squashed in to was falling 
down.  The story touched the hearts of our readers 
so much last year that donations came in specifically 
to help that family.  In the past year, donations 
through the Ecuador Trust have helped rebuild the 
family house and have also helped Gisella set up a 
small micro-business in which she sells food in her 
local area. 
 

Recently Gisella wrote to us to express her thanks: 
 

“My name is Gisella Vidal Renteria and I am 43 years 
old.  I have 9 children but sadly my husband passed 
away ten years ago.  For the last few years, I have 
been working at Sagrada Familia School doing 
different jobs.  Three of my children – Daniel (17 
years), Nicol (15 years) and Alexander (11 years) – 
are still studying at school and I find it difficult to 
pay the school fees.  Luckily, our friends from 
Scotland help to make sure that my children get a 
good meal each day at the school Comedor.   Last 
year you also helped us in two great ways: you 
helped to rebuild my house, which was about to fall 
down; and you gave a large donation, which allowed  

me to sell clothes around the 
local area.  This has given me 
a chance to have an extra 
income to provide for my 
children.  Thank you, Ecuador 
Trust, so much!  You have 
given all of my children a 
chance to have some dignity 
and to get on in life.  May God 
bless you”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facebook: 
http://facebook.com/EcuadorTrust2/ 
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Newsletter: 
If you know of anyone who would 
wish to receive a copy of this 
newsletter, please let me know: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 
KILMARNOCK 

KA3 7SH 
 

 

If you want someone from the 
Charity to come and give your 
group a talk on the Missions, 
don’t be afraid to get in touch 
by e-mail: 
mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk  
or by phone at St. Matthew’s 
Church on 01563 533587. 

Charity Registration No: 
SCO37458 

 

Donations: 
Please send your donations to 
me at: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Cheques should be made payable 
to the ‘Martin Chambers Ecuador 
Trust’. 
 

Thank You! 

Email and Website: 
Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.facebook.com/Ecuador
Trust2/  

 

Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Charity Website: 
A new website has been set up for 
the charity.  Please come and keep 
up to date with all that is going on 
for the Ecuador Trust.  In particular 
you will now see that there is a 
connection to a new Facebook page 
for the Charity: 
(http://www.facebook.com/EcuadorT
rust2/ 
where photos and articles are 
regularly updated. 

And Finally… 
 From Cyclist, Joe Sikora 
 

Recently, I spotted a poster that read: 
 

“The bicycle is a simple solution to some of 
the world’s most complicated problems”. 
 

That may or may not be true, but for the 
last eight or nine years, Fr. Martin and I 
(along with some intermittent followers) 
have been using the bike to try and help 
with some of the issues faced by the poorest 
people in Ecuador.  Over the years, since 
our first adventure from Lands End to John 
O Groats, we have looked for routes to spark 
your interest and support.  This year it was 
the 4 abbeys of the Borders with a 30-odd 
mile detour to Coldstream and back.   
 

The “Grand Depart” from Melrose and the 
subsequent 50 miles to Jedburgh, Kelso and 
onto Coldstream were in glorious sunshine 
and for the most part with a gentle and 
favourable wind.  The final 25 miles back to 
Melrose via Dryburgh however, were a 
gruelling slog into the “head wind from 
hell” that culminated in two miles of 
torrential rain. 
 

However, three things blew those last hard 
miles away: 

1. The staff of the Greenhouse Café in 
Melrose who let us dry off and change, 
despite the fact they were due to close 
up (if you’re ever in Melrose do drop in); 

2. The knowledge that our many sponsors 
had once again come good to the tune of 
£4,930.75. 

3. The hope that the good people of 
Ecuador would benefit from our efforts. 

 
I am trying to persuade the good Padre to 
take on a mini Tour de France from Lisieux 
to Lourdes.  The route is planned.  He just 
needs persuading! 

Your Privacy 
 

In order to send you information we 
hold your name and address on our 
mailing list. 
 

We use this data solely for sending 
you this newsletter and from time 
to time other communications. 
 

We never give, sell or share your 
data with any other organisation. 
 

You may visit our full privacy 
policy on: 

http://facebook.com/EcuadorTrus
t2/ 

 

If you wish to be removed from this 
list please let us know and we will 

remove it within 30 days. 
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