
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A newsletter about the Missions from Fr. Martin Chambers 

Welcome to the Christmas Newsletter
which keeps you up to date with
everything that’s going on in the Martin
Chambers Ecuador Trust charity.  Since
the previous newsletter, the charity
has been busy fundraising in support of
our poor sisters and brothers in
Ecuador.  
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Real Christmas Appeal 
One of the main aims of the charity is
to support the education of our
poorest friends in Guayaquil.  Over
the years we have been able to send
money to Sagrada Familia School so
that families, who cannot afford to
pay for education, can send their
children to our school.  One thing we
have learned over the years is that
education is the only way out of
poverty. 
 

This year we would like to make that
system all the more personal.  In the
photo across the page; there are 30
children who are looking for you to
sponsor their education for the
coming academic year (April 2014 –
February 2015).   

In addition, the recent big event was
the exchange visit of our school group
from St. Joseph’s Academy,
Kilmarnock to Nueva Prosperina.  As
well as giving you details of that visit
and the fundraising events, this
newsletter comes to say thanks for all
the support you give towards the
poorest and more vulnerable in Nueva
Prosperina, Ecuador.  Muchisimas
Gracias! 

 

The school fees for 
the coming year are: 
 
Primary School:      £120 
Secondary School:  £125 

If you wish to sponsor a child using a
monthly direct debit please fill in the
form attached to this newsletter and
send to your bank. And we can make
sure you are kept up to date with the
progress of the child you sponsor. 
 

Could this be a Christmas present 
for this year? 

. 

 £2 per month sponsors a child’s 
education part-time. 

 £5 per month sponsors a child 
in the Soup Kitchen. 

 £10 per month sponsors a 
child’s education for a year. 

 £20 per month sponsors a 
teacher for a year. 

Charity Events 
Over the years many people have taken part in various charity events to raise funds for the Ecuador Charity.  Here are 
three recent events: 
 

 In May of this year, Andrew Duffy, Sharon McNamara and myself took part in the Edinburgh Marathon Festival.  
Andrew and Sharon ran the 10K while I went a little further and did the full 26.2 miles.  All of this involved 
quite a bit of training – early mornings and late night runs – but in the end taking part with thousands of people 
through the streets of Edinburgh made it all the more worthwhile.  People responded to this in a very generous 
way, eventually raising over £8,800!!  Many thanks to all who supported this effort! 
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 In September Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, East Kilbride organised a
Sponsored Walk around the James
Hamilton Heritage Park.  This is
becoming something of an annual
event with everyone from children in
prams to older parishioners making
the effort for the Ecuador Charity.
Many thanks therefore go to Fr.
William Nolan and his parishioners. 

 An unknown friend, Jordi Villegas,
contacted the charity to say that
he was climbing Mont Blanc to raise
funds for the charity.  Jordi is a
Spaniard who is married to a girl
form Guayaquil.  She had heard of
the work of Adela and the teachers
at Sagrada Familia School and
wanted to support the school in
whatever way was possible.
Although Jordi works in Hong Kong,
he managed to make the journey
to Western Europe’s highest
mountain.  A fitness fanatic, he
took part in a large team effort to
climb the 15,782ft. mountain.
Health worries prevented him from
actually reaching the summit but
he is very glad that his friends and
family supported him so well.  He
managed to raise over £1,400 for
the Ecuador Charity.  Muchas
Gracias, amigo! 

 

St. Joseph’s Academy Visits  
Nueva Properina 
 

During the school October holiday, I
accompanied a group of nine pupils
from St. Joseph’s Academy as they
visited Guayaquil to sample life in
what is now their sister community.
The group was led by two school
teachers, Joe Sikora and Aillish
McDaid.   
 

Different to the school’s last visit
when we stayed in the Parish Halls,
this time our group used two of the
school’s classrooms as dormitories.  
For the school day, we were split
up into three working groups: one
group worked in the Soup Kitchen,
another in the Primary School, and
the third group helped with the
English classes in the Secondary
School.  Each afternoon we went
out into the shanty town visiting
some of the families whose children
are at the school.  This allowed us
to see the stark nature of the
poverty all around us. 

 

Three pupils, Jade Connell, Sarah Kelly 
and Dannielle McCloskey, give their 
reflections on the visit to Nueva 
Prosperina… 
 
 

 
We heard so many personal stories.  To 
say their stories were inspirational was 
not enough – for many of us, they 
changed the way we think about life.  
Going out into the shanty town opened 
our eyes to a totally different way of 
living.  Most of the houses had a very 
thin sheet of metal as a roof; the 
houses had been built bit by bit, when 
they had the money.  When inside, we 
saw what little they had, but the 
generosity every single person offered 
us was so heart-warming.  Every person 
that we met or just saw always had a 
smile on their face and didn’t seem to 
be very bothered by not having much.  
They were always giving – whether it 
was food, juice of just a conversation, 
they gave everything they had. 
 
To say Ecuador was amazing is an 
understatement.  It changed all our 
lives in unimaginable ways.  Not only 
did we make some “mejores amigos de 
la vida” (best friends for life), but we 
now have a new family.  We came home 
knowing the true meaning of the phrase 
“Mi casa es tu casa”. 
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Spotlight on Shirley Limones 

The Future of Sagrada  
Familia School 

One of the most inspirational visits
during the trip to Nueva Prosperina
was to a young girl who has been a
student for many years at Sagrada
Familia.  The following article is
written by Aillish McDaid, the
Spanish teacher who accompanied
the group… 
 

Shirley, the oldest daughter in her
family appears to be your average
teenager.  However, we were told
that, at the age of 9, she was
diagnosed with measles.  The
infection spread to her leg and
caused something similar to
Osteoporosis.  Living in a very poor
area, the family had no real access
to good and affordable medical
care.  The first operation Shirley
needed cost $5,000.  She has had
about one operation per year since
then.  She is now 16.  
 

Things have been changing in Ecuador over
these last years.  The President, Rafael
Correa, has been running the country’s
economy and, in particular, has invested
substantial amounts of money in the
country’s infrastructure, in roads, in
health care and in education.  This is all
good news for the people of a country
which should be among the wealthiest in
the Americas but still languishes among
the poorest.  In terms of education, for
the people; this is a tremendous change
for the poor people of Ecuador but, in
shanty towns this introduction has come
with some serious difficulties.  In areas
like Nueva Prosperina, the only education
was provided in the past by private
groups, like the Catholic Church (which is
how Sagrada Familia School started in
2003).  Now, with the arrival of free state
education, many private schools are
shutting because they can no longer
compete with the free education available
nearby.  My own impression having visited
last month is that the state school in
Nueva Prosperina may have free education
but children are packed into classrooms
with up to eighty pupils in a class; it might
be free but the state is not forthcoming
with desks, paper and pencils; and it
seems that, because of the uncertain
future, there are regular strikes among
the state sector staff. 

To pay for all of these operations, her 
mother, Nelly, held charity bingo 
games, took in laundry and did 
whatever else she could.  By pulling 
together, the family raised the money 
needed. 
 

Sometimes Shirley finds it difficult to 
attend school, as she is in so much pain.  
When she is there, it is lovely to see her 
as a normal teenager, laughing with her 
friends, worrying about homework and 
gossiping about the latest pop group 
(One Direction, of course!). 
 

Shirley says she feels that she has lost 
some of her childhood, as she has spent 
so much of it in hospital.  However she 
added that she also believed that God 
had great things in store for her; that 
this has all happened for a reason.  It’s 
very  
 

Inspiring to hear that this young girl has 
been through so much, and yet still has 
a strong faith. 

 

One of the key projects that the 
charity supports in Nueva 
Prosperina is the running of the 
daily Soup Kitchen.  This has been 
operating for almost 10 years and 
the purpose has not changed since 
the first day: to feed 120 of the 
poorest children in the community 
each school day – children who 
otherwise would be returning 
home to an empty house while 
their parents are out looking for 
work.  Inevitably there will be no 
food on their table at home.  At 
the Soup Kitchen, however, the 
children are provided with a 
healthy meal – a bowl of home-
made soup, a plate of rice and 
beans and a cup of fruit juice.  The 
money needed to run this comes 
entirely from your donations.  It 
costs £5 per month to feed a child 
in the Soup Kitchen.   
 

CAN YOU HELP  
AND FEED A CHILD THIS 

CHRISTMAS? 

 

On the other hand, whereas other
private schools in Nueva Prosperina
have closed this year, Sagrada
Familia is still open.  Why might
that be?  If they have to pay, why
do parents still send their children
there?  I think there are several
reasons: the structure of the
Sagrada Familia building is much
more solid than the local state
school; class sizes are much smaller
(maximum 30 pupils) which provide
for better education; and there is a
sense among the Sagrada Familia
staff that what they provide is not
just education but an intimate care
for each child in the school,
perhaps even a social care.  Indeed
the staff who work at the school
could move elsewhere to gain
increased wages but remain at
Sagrada Familia to continue that
sense of mission.  The Archdiocese
of Guayaquil which now runs the
school greatly supports the work
done at Sagrada Familia and is
greatly thankful for all the support
that Scotland has provided over the
years.   
 

LET’S CONTINUE TO 
SUPPORT SAGRADA 

FAMILIA! 

The Soup Kitchen 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My e-mail address: 
Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Cheques made payable to the 
Martin Chambers Ecuador 

Trust 
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Talk on “Life on  
the Missions” 

 

Newsletter 
If you know of anyone who would wish to 
receive a copy of the newsletter, please let me 
know: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyards Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

If you want someone from the Charity
to come and give your group a talk on
the Missions, don’t be afraid to get in
touch by e-mail: 
mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk  
or by phone at St. Matthew’s Church
on 01563 533587. 

Charity Registration No: 
SCO37458 

 

Charity Website: 
 

Why not visit: 
 
http://www.ecuadortrust.org.uk  
where you will find photos and many 
articles about the charity. We have a link 
to facebook : 
 
http://facebook.com//#!/EcuadorTrust2 

Please send your donations to me at: St. 
Matthew’s Church, Grassyards Road, New 
Farm Loch, KILMARNOCK. KA3 7SH. 
Cheques should be made payable to the 
‘Martin Chambers Ecuador Trust’. Thank 
You. 

One of the best moments of the recent visit 
to Ecuador was taking part in the Wedding 
Ceremony of Adela Villacres (Head Teacher 
at Sagrada Familia School) to Washington 
Garcia.  Just like any wedding back home, 
there had been a buzz of excitement and 
the Scots travelling had made sure they 
either had a kilt or a tartan sash to wear as 
we had been invited as “invitados de honor 
– special guests”.  What we hadn’t banked 
on was all the last minute arrangements 
that would surround a Latin American 
wedding: the wedding cake was being made 
just the day before in the school kitchen; 
since the wedding reception was to take 
place in the school playground, it was “all 
hands on deck” to make sure tables and 
chairs were all set out and decorated in the 
simple style of a shanty town wedding. 
 
On the day of the wedding itself all the 
Scots were called into action to arrange the 
flowers on each table and around the school 
yard.  Then… disaster!  With only 2 hours to 
go before the Parish Church wedding 
ceremony, there was a power cut in the 
whole area.  Frantic calls were made to the 
electricity board but they were in vain and 
we had to begin the wedding in darkness.  
However, as if it were written in the stars – 
just as we were about to start the wedding 
vows, the electricity came back on and we 
were able to hear Adela and Washington 
exchange the vows, “for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 
health, till death do us part”. 
 
Recognising the great efforts Adela makes 
on behalf of our Sagrada Familia School and 
the wider community, we wish her and 
Washington every blessing for a long 
married life together. 

And Finally… 

 


