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In July of this year a group of us will 
attempt to cycle from the South of 
England to the North of Scotland to 
raise funds for the Ecuador charity.  
After last years Edinburgh Marathon run 
(some would say ‘walk’), I started going 
out on my bike again and realised that I 
enjoyed cycling much more than 
running.  And while on holiday last 
summer, myself and Gerard Hand 
agreed that we would like to do this 
mega-cycle ride.  Since then the trip 
has taken arms and legs and we now 
have seven cyclists (Graeme and James 
Cartwright, Joe Sikora, Peter Diamond, 
Jamie Burns, Gerard Hand and myself) 
along with our back-up driver, Andy 
Hand.  Most of the team is in the young 

age bracket but even ‘the oldies’ have 
been putting in the miles to make sure 
that each of us can manage the 950-
mile trip.  Of course, the trip is a 
challenge in itself but we are trying to 
raise cash for the Ecuador charity, so, 
when you receive a sponsor form, 
please get as many sponsors as you 
can.  It’s not just that we want to raise 
cash for the Charity, but, as our 
Guayaquil friend, Tito, once said “tell 
the people of Scotland thanks, not just 
for the money they raise, but that 
through their donations, they help us 
recover some of the dignity we lost 
through poverty.”  Let those words be 
our inspiration in this sponsored event.  
 

Exchange Trip 
As you will remember from the last 
Newsletter we were scheduled to 
welcome a group of twelve Ecuadorians 
to Scotland in February of this year.  So 
many people were involved in raising 
cash so that the trip could take place 
and so many people had geared 
themselves up for concerts and school 
presentations   while    they were here.  
However, as the date for their arrival 
drew near, it became  clear that they 
had been  too late in applying for UK 
Entry  Visas,  so  the trip had  to  be  
postponed   with the ideal date being 
for June of this  year. So, we set about   
arranging the same events with 
different dates (schools, concerts, 
trips to Edinburgh etc) but then we  
found  out  that  some  of the group 
had had their UK Visas rejected.  I 
personally was gutted by this piece of 
news not least because I had to then 
phone the Ecuadorians and tell that this 
time the trip had been cancelled 
altogether.  It was a devastating blow 
for what would have been the trip of a 
lifetime. 
 
 
 

The good news about it is that we have 
managed to transfer the flights to a 
later date and it means that the 
Ecuadorians will hopefully come in 
February 2012.  Before that though a 
group of twelve senior students from St. 
Joseph’s Academy, Kilmarnock will 
travel to Ecuador in October 2011 to 
take part in a ten-day trip that will see 
them working in the Nueva Prosperina 
school, soup kitchen, nursery and 
generally experiencing what life is like 
in a shanty town.  The St. Joseph’s 
youngsters have been meeting for over a 
year now to look into issues of poverty 
and development and to raise funds for 
the charity.  This will then be the first 
part of the exchange trip that will see 
the Ecuadorians in Scotland in the spring 
of the following year.  Indeed while St. 
Joseph’s are over in Guayaquil they will 
sit down with the Ecuadorian students 
and make sure that, this time at least, 
they will be filling out their UK Entry 
Visa forms correctly! 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sagrada Familia School 

Page 2 of 4 “Restoring Dignity” 

Our Parish School was started by Fr. Con Keily in 2003 and I took over 
the running of it a year later.  At the start it was simply a Primary 
School, but year on year the families asked that we continue the 
children’s education into secondary education.  As the years passed we 
increased to first year of secondary school and then second year and so 
on until last year when we finally had a full compliment of secondary 
education right up until sixth year.  This means that when the school 
finished its academic year in February 2011 we had the first group of 
students ready to graduate from Sagrada Familia Secondary.   
 
Ecuadorians are nothing if they are not party animals and so they were 
desperate to mark this milestone in their education and in the life of 
the school with a special celebration.  Clearly they do not have the 
money to splash out on a lavish celebration but some wealthy friends in 
the city centre came to the rescue to allow the school to put on a 
Fiesta fit for the occasion.  From the photos that they sent with the 
banners, the drinks and the bunting, you can sense the pride of every 
person involved in the celebration.  And the good news is that, of the 
twenty-five pupils who graduated, half are going to University and half 
are going straight into employment.  Education truly is the only way 
out of poverty. 
 

 

Medical Centre 
One of the aspects of Latin America culture 
is that they are very laid back about 
deadlines.  If you can think of how 
Spaniards are famous for having a ‘manana’ 
attitude, then it seems in Latin America it 
is ten times more relaxed.  You would 
notice from the last newsletter that the 
Medical Centre was due to be up and 
running by Christmas.  However it is only in 
the last six weeks that finally it has opened 
its doors to the general public.  Basically 
the problem was that Hogar de Cristo, the 
housing charity that is running the Centre, 
had a few extra pieces of paperwork to 
submit to the City Council.  Once that was 
in place they could open for business.  So, 
the good news is that the Medical Centre is 
up and running and has a general medical 
room, paediatrics, gynaecology and 
dentistry as well as a pharmacy.  Being run 
by the housing charity that provides the 

bamboo homes for so many poor 
people, the costs of medical treatment 
will be minimal so that it will be a 
great bonus to the poor people that 
live all around Nueva Prosperina. 
 
I recall on many occasions visiting 
people in their bamboo houses to find 
that although they were suffering from 
some chronic diseases, they did not 
have the money to visit a doctor and 
get treated for their illnesses.  This 
new Medical Centre has prices that are 
affordable to the very poorest (more 
often than not it is only $1 for a 
medical consultation) and the fact that 
the new Medical Centre is right beside 
the Parish Church and therefore in the 
heart of the village means that many of 
the poorest will have access to this 
great facility.  Of course, we must 
remind ourselves that this facility 
would never have been built if it had 
not been for the generosity on this side 
of the Atlantic Ocean. 
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So: how can you help? 
The main aims of the charity are to help the poor of Nueva Prosperina in as many ways as possible.  Although some money 
goes to individuals (like Luis Napa and Dario Arreaga), most of the money goes to larger projects which will benefit a greater 
number of people.  Would you like to help in any of these ways? 

• Feed the poor?  Each day the charity feeds 150 of the poorest children in Nueva Prosperina.  In the Soup Kitchen, 
each child receives a cup of freshly made fruit juice, a plate of home-made soup and a bowl of rice and beans.  A 
healthy life-style can really make a difference to someone who is desperately poor. 
Cost:  £5 per month 
 

• At the moment we pay school fees of 100 of the 600 children at Sagrada Familia School.  Education is the only way 
out of poverty. 
Cost: £5 per month 
 

• The Sagrada Familia School needs two new classrooms in this coming year.  So far we have enough money to build 
one and a half classrooms.  By raising enough funds (£7,000 needed to finish the second classroom) for the second 
classroom will allow the school to continue to expand, lifting the children out of poverty. 
 

 

Dario Arreaga 
I had known Dario quite well during my 
years on the Missions but when I visited his 
house last October I was shocked.  I saw 
that his family (three younger sisters and 
two younger brothers along with their 
mother) squashed together in the tiniest 
bamboo house that only had one double 
bed and a single between them.  Together 
their story is tragic: Dario’s father died 
when he was eight years old and when his 
Mum got married again some years later 
things were fine for a few years with 
Dario’s step-father bringing in a much 
needed wage to pay for food, shelter and 
the children’s education.  However, the 
step-father started hitting both mother and 
children, so Dario and his family fled to the 
relative safety of Nueva Prosperina.  It was 

there that I first got to know him and 
enjoyed his company as he was quite 
friendly with the School’s Deputy, 
Freddy.  Last year things took a turn for 
the worse as Dario was forced to quit 
sixth year as the family needed him to 
work to feed and educate the rest of 
the family.  It meant that Dario would 
be left without his Leaving Certificate 
and would therefore have nothing to 
show for all his studies.  This sad news 
started a campaign in Scotland to raise 
  
 

enough funds to pay for his 
education and also to support 
his family for a year.  Luckily 
there was enough money 
raised over Christmas 2010 to 
send Dario back to school 
while at the same time 
supporting his family.  
 
I received an e-mail from 
Dario at the beginning of April 
as he began school for his 
final year; in it he said that he 
really treasured the 
generosity of people in 
Scotland because he knew 
that the only way out of the 
poverty his family experienced 
was through education. 

Luis Napa 
Most of the time the Medical Centre 
treats routine and basic illnesses or 
surgery, but from time to time 
something more serious turns up.  
 

Luis Napa is well known to many Scots 
and is being treated at the moment for 
a serious eye problem which needed 
surgery in a specialised hospital in 
Quito, Ecuador’s Capital.  Funds were 
raised here to make sure his eye 
operation last year went well but now 
that things have settled down around 
his eye, Luis requires the final part of 
his operation and will travel to Quito in 
May to receive his final treatment.  9-
year old Luis’ eye operation highlights 
one of the basic problems for me about 

life in a shanty town: We often think 
that being poor means that you have no 
food to eat today or no roof over your 
head today; but it also means that the 
things that in Scotland we take for 
granted (e.g. health care and education) 
are out of the reach of most people in 
Ecuador because of lack of finances.  
 
Flor Napa, Luis’ Mum was on the phone 
the other day to say how much she is 
grateful for all the help that Scotland 
has given her and her family.  
“Muchisimas gracias” she said. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you know, there is not a week goes by without me receiving an 
e-mail or a phone call from Ecuador.  Only this morning I got a 
call from Olga, the 75 year old Gran who lived just beside the 
Church House in Nueva Prosperina; she was simply phoning to find 
out how everyone was in Scotland, especially all the friends who 
came to visit.  In fact, communication at times seems to be non-
stop between Ecuador and Scotland and normally I hear all the 
news as it is happening.  So, I was quite surprised recently to hear 
of two weddings that had taken place without me hearing 
anything about them in advance.  Adela, the Head Teacher at 
Sagrada Familia got married to Washington just before Christmas 
and Carol, one of the school deputies, got married to Ruben.  
According to reports both weddings were celebrated in typical 
Latin American style with lots of dancing into the ‘wee small 
hours’.  We wish both Carol and Ruben as well as Adela and 
Washington all the best as they begin their married lives. 
 

‘And Finally... 
 

My e-mail address: 
Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyard Road 
New Farm Loch 

KILMARNOCK 
KA3 7SH 

 

Cheques made payable to 
the Martin Chamber Ecuador 

Trust 
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Talk on a “Life on the Missions” 
 
I seem to be out on a regular basis giving talks all over the place.  I  
have been at Schools, Parishes and with other groups where the 
people have been very keen to hear about Ecuador.  They have also 
been very generous in supporting the Missions.  If you want me to 
come and give your group a talk on the Missions, don’t be afraid to 
get in touch by e-mail: mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk or by phone at 
St. Matthew’s Church on 01563 533587. 
 

Give us a visit on-line:   
http://ecuadortrust.org.uk/ 

 
You will find: 

 
• blogs 
• photos 
• articles 
• how to donate on-line 

 
There are regular updates,  
including the forthcoming trip of 
the Ecuadorians. 

 

If you know of anyone who would wish to 
receive a copy of the newsletter, please let me 
know: 
 

Fr. Martin Chambers 
St. Matthew’s Church 

Grassyard Road 
New Farm Loch 
KILMARNOCK 

KA3 7SH 
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Charity Website 
 

 

 

  

 


