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Warm greetings from my shanty home at
Nueva Prosperina.  I hope you enjoy this
Christmas/New Year newsletter and
that it helps you to understand a little
better what goes on in this crazy world
of the foreign Missions.

Firstly, some very good news: Gladys,
the school cook, has a new home.  For
me Gladys is the epitome of the hard-
working, generous people that spring up
all over this shanty.  To explain a little
of her story – she is a single Mum who
lives in one of our typical bamboo
homes, caring for her two young boys,
Joel aged eight and Jesus, aged six.
She came to me several years ago
looking for work having recently fled
from Esmeraldas, a region to the north
of Ecuador, where her husband had
been beating her.  I told her that I
didn’t have any work for her at that
time but that if she wanted I could try
and get her kids into our Parish school.
This was duly done and we also made
sure to enrol the two boys for the Soup
Kitchen.  Several months later she came
back and said that she was so grateful
for all the help she had received that
she would like to be one of the
volunteer cooks in the Soup Kitchen and
from that moment she has come down
to the school every day to cook for our
150 needy kids.  As the main voluntary
“P
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ook she receives $50 per month (about
25) but, after having worked for us for
lmost three years, I was embarrassed
o find out that she has no other
ncome.  So when she came to me
ecently to say that her bamboo house
as falling down, I wondered if
nything could be done.  I had seen a
alf-built, abandoned house near the
chool and I made enquiries as to who
wned it.  I decided to buy it and, with
elp from Scotland, managed to finish
ff the building process.  To see the
elight on Gladys’ face when I told her
f the plan to get her a new house was
 truly magical moment.  She truly is
rateful for all your help and kindness.
he moved into her new house a couple
f weeks ago and she even had a house-
arming where myself and Jamie
axwell were the guests of honour to a

raditional supper of chicken and rice.

unds don’t allow us to house everyone
e would like to but it did strike me

hat, in the Christmas season, when we
emember that there was no room at
he inn for Christ, we are able to
rovide a dignified and safe home for
ome of our most generous and
eserving families – and, indeed, this
hristmas a home for Jesus (Gladys’s
on).  It truly was a  Merry Christmas
or Gladys and the boys!
apel

Of course Gladys is not the only
generous person that has inspired my
life here – it seems that this poor area is
flooded with living examples of
generosity.  A recent example arose in
the community of Reynaldo Quiñones
where - you may remember from the
last newsletter – we had acquired some
land for free through the kindness of
local community leaders.  So with help
from Scotland I began to build the
chapel.  I had given some thought to
what kind of chapel I would build.  Of
course, I could have put up a chapel
made entirely of bamboo like most of
the chapels I had inherited.  However,
through the advice of Brother Robert
ho runs the homeless charity, I decided
n putting up the more permanent metal
rame with bamboo walls; the idea
ehind this was to encourage the
ommunity to raise funds over several
ears to fill in the walls with bricks and
ortar.  The Reynaldo community

hought this was a good idea and I was
xpecting a long haul to eventual
onstruction but, on the day of the
nauguration, a group of men came to me
o say that they wanted to build three
alls right away. I was astounded at the
enerosity of these men who were giving
f their expertise free and simply
anted something holy and dignified for

heir community.
overty in the Midst  of Dignity”
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For me the Mass was an
emotional affair as I

gave thanks to God for
all the people from

Scotland, who have been
so good in allowing these
projects to take shape.
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The nursery
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building was up and ready – if I rem
different areas for the children to w
over 70 children and I am looking fo
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n fact the whole project was underlined by people’s generosity – from the plants
onated around the grounds, the altar and ambo designed and donated by a local
arpenter, to the framed prints of Our Lady and the Sacred Heart – it all came from
he kindness of people’s hearts. At the recent inauguration, there was a real fiesta – I
ven put on my kilt for the occasion.
or the Mass we processed from San Ignacio,
he nearest chapel, and there was great
heering when one of the little girls cut
he ribbon to allow us to enter our new
hapel.  For me the Mass was an emotional
ffair as I gave thanks to God for all the
eople from Scotland who have been so
ood in allowing these projects to take
hape. After the Mass we had sandwiches
nd cakes for everyone.  There were
ances too – with the Gay Gordons making
ts now regular appearance on the dance
loor.

his chapel is dedicated to Blessed Narcissa
f Jesus, a Guayaquil catechist from last
entury who is to be made a saint in the next
ear by Pope Benedict.  So the community
ere is rightly proud of its new chapel and
aint.
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Opening of New Chapel (contd.)
ursery

u will remember form the August
wsletter that work had begun right beside
 house on a new Parish Nursery.  The
sent Nursery, which takes up precious space in the school, can only accommodate
rty young children.  And in an area where the population is 50,000 and growing,
ality spaces for children are at a premium.  So the new Nursery was going to answer a
al need.  The architect and his team made very swift progress and in very quick time the

ber correctly at the beginning of November.  It is a great building that has four
rk and eat in as well as a kitchen, toilets and shower block.  There will be capacity for
ward to having a very young group making our Parish grounds as lively as they can be.
An awful smell at the School

problem but, after some arguments, we
agreed that the best solution was to close
down both leaky tanks and start again.  Not
least because the school capacity had
increased from the initial 350 pupils to 650
this last year.  In any case, I had had an
idea that we might be able to build a few
more classrooms and now my hand was
being forced a little.  So we are actually
moving ahead – with the help from Scotland
– with more classrooms, a new toilet block
and two septic tanks to cope with the
increased capacity.  Building is already
underway and hopefully it will be completed
well before the new school years starts in
April.
While I was in Scotland in the
summer there was a bit of a
crisis at the school – the toilets
started to overflow into the
street with all the disgusting
sights and smells.  Since I was
not around, Adela, our Head
Teacher, got in a local to sort
out the problem, but it was
getting so bad and the
neighbours were getting so
furious, that she had to suspend
school for four days while a
proper architect and plumber
sorted it out.  What they did was
put in a provisional septic tank to
eplace the old one which for some
nknown reason had been blocked off.
f course, underlying all of this is the

act that there is no sewerage system
n Nueva Prosperina so septic tanks
leaking slowly into the ground is the
order of the day.  Long and the short of
it is that the school reopened after a
few days, repairs having been done –
but still the leak was there.  And once I

as back from Scotland, I called the
wo architects together – this took
ome time to arrange – to find out how
e could move forward There was a lot
f finger pointing as each one accused
he other of being the cause of the
“

The problem was that the national children’s charity that provides the food and wages for the teachers began dragging its
heels in allowing us to move.  I had written to them way back in October saying that there would be a new improved
building at their disposal, but they have failed to answer letters, phone calls etc and it is becoming increasingly frustrating.
I know the Spaniards have a reputation for leaving things until ‘mañana’ but Ecuadorians leave them standing in terms of
letting things drag on and on.  I was beginning to think that it would turn into a “white elephant” building, but luckily I had
a chance meeting with one of the charity’s leaders and told him how frustrated I was about the whole affair.  He quickly
made things move and in the week before Christmas, we inaugurated the new parish Nursery.
Poverty in the Midst of Dignity”



J

I
t
M
t
U
a
d
y
d
t
i
i
B
p
c
s
h
f
c
h
i

S
w
y
i
i
g
A
s
y
s
A
e
w
f
g
c
n
–
F

Y
g
w
h
u

Ian and Michael

Jamie
amie, Ian and Michael.

t is always a pleasure to open my doors
o friends and family.  So when Jamie
axwell, whom I knew from HCPT, asked

o come out as part of a gap year from
ni, I was delighted.  He is training to be
 teacher so it was an easy option to
ecide that his work would be with the
oung people at the school.  And from
ay one, Jamie hit the ground running,
eaching English, playing football, helping
n the Soup Kitchen and generally getting
nvolved in the life of the community.
eing away from home on a long
lacement can be tricky, but I think it
an be safely said that Jamie loved every
econd of his time here.  Apart from a
elp to my work, I also enjoyed having a
riend around the house with whom you
an share good old Glasgow banter; we
ave laughed into the night most nights,
t is only to drown out the sound of the
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everal people asked me while I was home
hat I would still hope to achieve in the
ears that are left to me here – and I
mmediately replied that I would like to
nvestigate the possibility of bringing a
roup of Ecuadorian youth to Scotland.
fter all, it had always been on the cards
ince St. John’s youth group was here last
ear.  So once I came back in September, I
tarted looking to see if it was possible.
fter a few weeks of investigating and
nquiring on ‘both sides of the pond’, it
as clear that there was enthusiasm from

unders to take it forward.  And so with
reat excitement I set about the task of
hoosing three leaders to accompany me
ext February/March to my home country
 I plumped for three teachers, Adela,
reddy and Carol who, as well as their

W
S

Internet
buses and cockerels!  Thanks, Jamie.

Of course, Jamie wasn’t the only
recent visitor to Nueva Prosperina –
my brother, Ian, and brother-in-law,
Michael came out in November.  They
were here for a shorter ten days but
we managed to squeeze so much into
those days; I think they must have
slept the whole way home.  Their
time was filled with visits to sick and
housebound, schools, family homes as
well as doing a bit of tourism with
local Guayaquilenos as their guides.
Their time here also coincided with
the Archbishop of Guayaquil’s
Pastoral Visit and he was so impressed
with Michael and Ian’s chat that they
were invited for lunch to the
Archbishop’s house.  Ten days – two
meals with an Archbishop and two
Masses with his auxiliaries.  Haste ye
back, hermanos!
Recent Visitors…
e’re underway for
cotland
8 young people, 3 leaders
and myself will be in

Scotland this year from 25th

February – 6th March 2008.
The main purpose is

twofold: to work on an
environmental community

project and to ‘buddy’
pupils from the new

St. Matthew’s Academy in
Saltcoats.

twofold: to work on a community
project in Stevenston; and to
‘buddy’ pupils at the new St.
Matthew’s Academy, Saltcoats.
On the tourist side of things, there
will be a visit to the Scottish
Parliament as well as a day at
Celtic Football Club who have
helped so much in recent months
with football tops and a donation
towards a football pitch. Since the

was going on the trip, the
youngsters have been super-
excited (and I have too) but there
is still loads of work to be done
raising funds and securing
Passports and visas.
ou can keep up to date with all my
oings-on by logging onto my website….
ww.ecuadortrust.i12.com .   Or, if you
ave a Bebo page, you can catch me
nder ‘Martin Chambers’.
teaching abilities, are involved in youth
and catechetical work.  Then it was the
harder task of choosing the eight young
people themselves.  I decided with the
help of the leaders to go for people that
are already committed to youth groups,
who are 17/18 years old and who would
work well in a group.  After an initial
meeting where I explained all about the
trip to about forty young people from the
Parish, I chose eight of the best – it is a
strong team that we take to Scotland, a
real mix of characters and I am sure they
will tremendously benefit form their
time there.

We will be in Scotland this year from
February 25th for ten days and will be
based in Smithstone House Cottage,
Kilwinning.

The main purpose of the trip is
“Poverty in the Midst of  Dignity”

day of the announcement of who

http://www.ecuadortrust.i12.com/


My e-mail address:
Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk

Ca

Cheques made
payable to the Martin

Chamber Ecuador
Trust

Don’t forget that the charity ‘The Martin
Chambers Ecuador Trust’ (Charity
Registration No: SC037458) was recently
set up and, if you are making  a donation,

Many of you will be aware that we now
have a website up and running, which
you can access at any time, thanks to
the great work of Martin Kelly from St.
John’s Parish in Stevenston.  The
website has all the newsletters and
Observer articles as well as other
updates on the work here.  You can
reach the website by logging on to:

www.ecuadortrust.i12.com

you can also take out a Gift Aid Declaration,
which means the work here benefits even
more.  If you need more information, or
indeed a Declaration Form, then please
apply for one through Claire.  Once again
many thanks for your generosity in giving.
Martin Chambers
silla 09 – 01 – 5825

GUAYAQUIL
Ecuador

South America
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Having said that, he proceeded
to lose game after game with the
national team and, just before
Christmas, resigned.   But hey, I
really don’t think you can blame
his recent run of bad form on me
nor on the visit to the school.
“Poverty with Dignity”

Newsletter
If you know of anyone who would wish to
receive a copy of the newsletter, please let
my sister Claire know:

Charity Account
If anyone wishes to make a donation to the
special projects, you can deposit money into
the Charity Account by sending a cheque
made payable to Fr. Martin Chambers, to my
sister.

Contact Details
I can receive post at a local P.O. Box:

You can also contact me by e-mail:
mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk

Claire Diamond
9 Howat Crescent

IRVINE
KA12 0LQ

Martin Chambers
Casilla 09-01-5825

GUAYAQUIL
Ecuador
Charity Status
Web Site
nd Finally…

While Jamie Maxwell was here,
has was always saying that his
lifewas being filled with surreal
moments.  One of the most recent
surreal moments was the visit of
Luis Fernando Suarez to our
Primary School; until recently he
was the manager of the
Ecuadorian football team.  I had
never expected the visit but a
friend of mine here, Les Dickens,
phoned up one day in September
and said that the National football
coach wanted to come out and
visit our school.  I have welcomed
so many people over the years to
our school but I have to say this
was the most exciting. The Coach
was fantastic making his way
patiently from class to class,
signing autographs, answering
questions and getting endless
series of photos.  The kids loved
the visit and I was very excited to
get onto the net and tell everyone
back in Scotland what an
important visitor we had had.

mailto:Mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mhartino2004@yahoo.co.uk

